
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
  

Golden Eye  

Our Year 13 pupils give their advice 
on APPLYING TO UNIVERSITY  

Studying Tools and Boarding 
House essentials  

Check out which W.A member 
of staff has the Best Outfit! 

How did W.A staff with a 

Chinese Companion 

celebrate the Chinese 

Traditions this Chinese New 

Year? 

W.A Staff Interviews! 

Spring/Summer 2019 

Headline News  
Talent Show! What an amazing event! 



 

   
 

  

Talent Show 
 
 

Winner: Cici Xi (10Y2)! 
 

Congratulations to all the students that took part! 

 



 

   
 
  

Advice on University 
Applications 

This year’s year 13 have successfully obtained some stellar offers from world renowned 
Universities across the globe. We interviewed some of these amazing students to get the low 
down on how they made their University applications stand out to achieve a chance at studying 
their dream institutions.  
 
George Huster (Y13,NEWTON HOUSE) 
 
Offer: 1. King’s college 
            2. University of Cambridge 
            3. University of Edinburgh 
            4. University of Durham 
  5. UCLA 
  6. Berkeley 
  7. UCSD 
  Major: Natural Sciences 

Who am I most grateful for? 
Most thankful to Mr.Barnes and Mr.Pattison. They helped me a lot with my essays. 
 

How did I choose the universities I want to go?  
The rankings are so different for the different majors, so rankings should only be a small part of 
your decision. It’s more important to look at what the universities are doing and what their 
researchers are investigating. Go on individual official sites of the university to find out more. It 
would be even better if you get to go on a campus-tour and talk to the current students. 
Visiting doesn’t help that much on information about the university but it will let you know if it 
has good living conditions, and if you like the location. 

How did you choose your courses? 
I’m interested in biology, but I was inspired to study Physics by a summer camp I went for one 
month. 
 
John Zhang  (Y13, BLAKE HOUSE) 

Offer:  1. University College London  
            2. University of  Manchester 
            3. University of Edinburg  
           Major: Physics 
 
Where did I find information about universities?  
The most reliable information I found was from the university’s official sites and University ranking 
sites. 
 
How did I decide the universities I want to go to?  
I choose it according to the course I was applying for.  



 

   
 

  

Eric Fei (Y13,BLAKE HOUSE) 
 
Offer:1. University College London  
           2. University of Warwick  
           3. University of Edinburgh  
           Major: Maths and economics  
  
Who am I most grateful for? 
Mr.Pattison, because he helped me a lot  
with my university applications.  
 
 
What advice do you have for the current year 12’s thinking about applying to university?  
If you are a mathaphoebic, do not choose Maths even-though choosing math is an easy 
option. If you hate writing essays, it’s not good for you to choose economics because you 
must write a lot of essays. 
In the future, I would like to get a job related to stock market, or maybe even designing 
games. 
 
 
 
Bob Xu (Y13,NEWTON HOUSE) 
 
Offer:1. University of Manchester 
           2. University of Bristol 
           3. University of Lancaster 
          Major: Accounting and finances 
 
Who am I most grateful for? 
Mr. de Bos helped me with my English a lot.  
We played basketball together. He was the 
coach. His basketball skills are excellent. 
 
How did I decide the course I want to apply? 
Well, I joined the DOE trip in 2017 summer vacation. I got the chance to tour around many 
famous universities there, such as Manchester.  
 
Why did you choose Accounting and finance? 
Well, I am just an ordinary person, I have no interest in science. I prefer to make my life 
easier! Accounting and finance will help me. I think you can get a job in this world easier 
than with some other majors.  
Future job: Simple doesn’t mean unambitious. I may have the chance to be CFO (Chief 
Financial Officer). 



 

   
 

  

The staff member 
with the best outfit 

is…… 
Mr Dowson! 

Other Special Mentions: 
2nd place: Mr Robinson Zhang 
3rd place: Mr Barry and Mr Lane 

Pupils across the school voted for the best dressed member 
of staff. The winner was… 



 

   
 
  

          What did Staff  
      do During the 
   Chinese New year? 
  

Mr. Lane 
Mr. Lane visited his girlfriend’s (Hanna) 
family during the Chinese New Year.   
Usually, the younger generation should 
buy gifts for their mother/father-in-law to 
show respect and filial piety. So, Mr. Lane 
chose to bring Zhonghua cigarettes for 
Hanna’s parents.  
According to the Chinese tradition, the 
elders should give the younger 
generations red envelopes, but Mr. Lane 
did the opposite. They gave her grandma 
a red envelope because her grandmother 
loves Hanna very much. So Mr.Lane 
thought it would be nice to give her 
grandmother a red envelope just to thank 
her for taking such good care of Hanna. 

Dr. Wu 
I have to say, it is so hard to make an 
appointment with Dr. Wu. 
Dr Wu has little to say about the Chinese 
New Year holiday, “To me, Chinese New 
Year equals to Christmas. We celebrate 
with our families. 
I will stay with my wife, but certainly, this 
Chinese New Year means no holiday to 
me.” Dr Wu spent part of his holiday to 
with the WAIS music students on the UK 
trip.  
Q:  “Do you know anything of Spring 
Festival?” 
A: “No.”he answered directly “I don’t even 
know when the Chinese New Years are.” 
He used to spend his Spring Festival in 
Japan and Spain with his wife. He also 
revealed that when he has children, he 
will send gifts to them. 

Some of our teachers embraced the Chinese culture this Chinese New Year with 
their Chinese families and spouses.  We interviewed them to find out exactly 
what the got up to and how they enjoyed their experiences.  



 

   
 
  

Mr. de Bos 
When I asked him about how he would celebrate 
the Spring Festival, he answered me with a sad 
look: “To be honest, I have almost no time to stay 
with my family. There’s a lot of work to do.” If  he 
can find the time, he would like to do some 
cooking, playing games with his son, and going to 
the park with his family. 
Mr. de Bos’s family lives in separated places both 
Nanjing and Shanghai. For him, the Spring Festival 
offers him a chance to accompany his extended 
family in China with his wife. “I used to see firework 
in Spain, it’s very similar to the traditions of Chinese 
New Year.” 
Mr. de Bos gave his son gifts during the festival, but 
no red envelopes. He explains, “He has to choose 
between gift and money, otherwise it’s so unfair 
that he could get two big presents in one year.” 

           Mr Penton 
Q : Do you find any differences  
between the way of celebrating  
Chinese New Year and Christmas? 
A: To be honest, they are very similar 
To me. Because you see, during the  
two festivals or holidays, families gather up 
with each other to celebrate this day together 
in harmony and unity. I find it pleasant and 
delightful. 
Q : Do you go to your wife’s home to celebrate 
the Chinese New Year? 
A: Yes, we do! We live in Suzhou and my wife 
was born in Suzhou only 20 minutes’ drive 
across the town, it’s very easy! 
Q : Would you give your wife’s young relatives’ 
red envelopes ? 
A:  My wife's has a lot of cousins, and her 
cousins have like five to six children. So, there 
are a lot of red envelopes to give. 
Q : Do you like watching the Spring Festival 
Gala ? 

A: No! I do not personally like those shows, I find them dull and lack of excitement. 
Q: Have you ever played traditional games such as Majiang? If yes, who were you 
playing with? 
A: Oh yeah! A couple of years ago. I went to play Majiang with my mother in law, 
and some of her sisters. I lost because they played as fast as the flash while I was 
still confused with the rules. 
 



 

   
 

  

Staff Interviews  

Mr Waddington (Head of Sixth Form) 
 
Q : Are you passionate to be the head of sixth 
form ? 
A: I’m very passionate about this job. 
Q: Do you think you would be a better head of 
sixth form than Mr. Pattison? 
A: I’m trying my best to do a better job, maybe 
I’ll be better than him.  
Q: Do you feel more pressured? 
A: Yes of course. I do feel  a lot of pressure 
because I want Year 12 & 13 to do the best job 
they can in terms of exams and getting their 
university offers. I will always be under 
pressure, there are difficulties but they are all 
worth putting in the effort for.   

Mr Lane (Head of Year 11) 
 
Mr. Lane is now promoted, he is the 
head of Year 11 and Pre-A. The 
hardest thing is the amount of work 
he would have to do as the head of  
Year11 and Pre-A, he said.  Also, 
students speaking Chinese is very 
annoying, and is relatively difficult to 
manage. His main goal right now is to 
help as many students as possible. 

Recently there have been lots of exciting developments at Wycombe Abbey. 
We have seen Mr. Pattison promoted to Head of Secondary and Mr. 
Waddington to Head of Sixth Form. We have also gained amazing Heads of 
Years within the school to oversee pupils’ academics, ensuring all pupils are 
supported within their studies guaranteeing success. This has seen Mr. Lane 
being promoted into the position of Head of Year 11 and Pre-AX. We 
interviewed each of these excited members about their new roles.  



 

   
 

  

Mr Pattison (Head of Secondary School) 
There have been many changes in Mr. Pattisons life in this last academic year both within 
his career at Wycombe Abbey and within his personal life. The most exciting 
development in Mr. Pattison’s life was the birth of his daughter Elizabeth on the 17th 
January this year.  
 
Q: How do you feel now as the Head of Secondary School? 
A: Well, it’s obviously a lot pressure and a big challenge. As the head of sixth form, you 
know people go to university, you help get pupils in, pupils get A level grades, so you 
have clear markers which belong to you. If things are going well with universities, which 
is the Head of Sixth forms’ main job, you can say you’re doing a good job.  
The year thirteens got great results, so if I was still the Head of Sixth form, I would be 
feeling relaxed right now. I would have that concrete achievement.  
As the Head of Secondary School, I must oversee everything. If I notice a problem I must 
step in and solve it. If there are many problems occurring at one time, I must step in to 
help solve all of them. Luckily, that will rarely be the case, but it means that everything I 
do orientates around fixing problems. If one activity didn’t go well in the four thousand 
activities that happened over the whole week, I must deal with it. So that can get pretty 
tough, but fortunately we have a great school.  
My goal is to always be ahead, if I can stop a problem before it becomes a problem, and 
no one knows I have intervened, and people think I haven’t done anything at all, then I 
am doing a good job. That’s the interesting thing about being the Head of Upper School.  
 
Q: Do you think you will do a better job than Mr. Griffiths does? Do you think Mr. 
Waddington will do a better job than you?  
A: Well, obviously Mr. Waddington will do a better job than me. He will definitely do a 
better job than I did in my first year. He has a much bigger job than I did. When I was first 
head of sixth form, there were 14 sixth formers and now there are a hundred. So, he is 
already doing a better job because he has more work, this is the biggest year 12 we have 
ever had.  
 
No one can really match  
Mr. Griffiths’ achievements. If I get  
even close to doing as well as  
Mr. Griffiths, I will be very happy  
about that. Mr. Griffiths did a lot  
of things when he was Second  
Master, the number of problems  
that no one knew about because  
Mr. Griffiths solved them and 

prevented them from becoming a  
bigger issue is incredible. No one  
can live up to what Mr. Griffiths  
did, but I will try my best. 
 



 

   
 

  

Recommendation list （for Boarders) 

Aroma Humidifier Book Storage 
Medicated Plaster 

(relief of muscular pains) 

Alarm Clock Corner Guard 
Hand roll Keyboards 

(practice piano without going to the 
theatre everyday) 

Suggested Snacks 

Cheese Cake Bubble tea Dried Fruits 

Egg-Yolk Puff Cranberry cake Macaron 
 

Life in a boarding school can be extremely challenging at times. We have 
some suggested products and snacks to help you get through the term. 



 

   
 

WAISCZ IN THE NEWS 

Winners of the Best Business Ideas Competition 2019:  

Trophies' Award Ceremony 

▪ The competition was organized by the WAIS Entrepreneurs & Economists 
Club (EEC) and club advisor Mr. Rao. 

▪ WAIS Best Business Idea Competition 2019 Winners: Team JaZZ Assembley! 
▪ Team MDGQ and Team Chissia Shipping claimed first and second runner-up 

respectively.   
▪ Seventy students participated from twenty teams.  
▪ There were two rounds, In the final round, each team was given the task to 

pitch their idea via in 1 – 2 minutes recorded video. The videos were uploaded 
to Wechat for public voting over 4 days. The public vote consisted 40% of each 
team’s total score. 

▪ The public voting segment drew over 69,000 votes. 
▪ Members of the top three winning teams were presented with trophies and 

JD.com gift vouchers by the Headmaster.  
▪ Team Omnipotent was awarded “Most Popular Business Idea Award” with 

26,934 votes. In close 2nd place were our youngest participants of this 

competition, Team No Eye Deer with 24,830 votes.  
▪ Mr. Rao was extremely pleased with the competition and had this to say, “Our 

conviction is that it is critical to connect our students with the real business 
world through experiential doing. This intellectually stimulating business 
ideas competition is not just about applying business precepts, but it provided 
a valuable learning opportunity for students to think about marketing, 
operational considerations and sustainability of each business model.”   



 

   
 

 

British Physics Olympiad Success 

▪ Wycombe Abbey is pleased to have achieved excellent results in the British 

Physics Olympiad (BPhO).  

▪ The BPhO is hosted by University of Oxford, the Institute of Physics (IOP), 

and the Odgen Trust with offices located in the physics department of the 

University of Oxford. All problems are proof-based, so pupils will need to 

apply a large range of knowledge. 

▪ BPhOs are the most competitive national physics competitions in the 

United Kingdom. Top pupils from the UK and China compete together for 

the top awards.  

▪ The AS Challenge is an exciting opportunity for pupils to stretch their 

lateral thinking skills and apply fundamental physical principles to novel 

situations.  

▪ In the AS Challenge paper, A. Qiu achieved a silver award for coming within 

the top 10% of all the pupils that sat the examination. This gives her a 

wonderful extra addition for her personal statement and admissions 

essays which she will complete next year. 

▪ In the GCSE challenge, C. Zhou achieved a gold award for coming within 

the top 5% of all the pupils that sat this paper.  

 

 



 

   
 

 

ABRSM Practical Exam in April 

▪ In April 2019, seventy-three WAIS Musicians took their ABRSM practical exams, 

making it the largest entry in the history of the School.  

▪ Our examiner, Mr Richard Ellis, a pianist that read Music at Durham University 

was most impressed by how well our pupils were taught in all areas of the exam 

– pieces, scales and arpeggios, sight-reading and aural.  

▪ Mr. Ellis told WAIS that he has never seen such a large group of candidates from 

one school who are so well prepared for their exams.  

ABRSM Theory Exam April Results - Eight WAIS 

Candidates Scored 100% 

▪ Sixty-nine WAIS musicians took ABRSM Theory exams in early March and 

achieved another astonishing set of results.  

▪ The overall average was an exceptional 89%.  

▪ 82% of the candidates passed with Merit and Distinction awards. 

▪ We had eight Grade 1 candidates scoring 100%! 

▪ Many congratulations to these young musicians for producing the best set of 

ABRSM theory results in the history of the School.  

▪ The WAIS Candidates who scored 100% in ABRSM theory exam this March. 

Y8 J. Liu Blake    Y9 A. Xia Dove 

Y8 S. Gan Dove   Y10 A. Hu Dove 

Y7 J. Wang Fonteyn  Y7 L. Han Fonteyn 

Y8 N. Zhang Newton  Y9 T. Yang Scott 



 

   
 

U13 and U15 Rugby Fixtures in Shanghai 
▪ On Saturday 13th April, 41 pupils travelled to Pudong to play their second 

competitive rugby fixtures of the year 

against Dulwich College Shanghai and 

LFS.  

▪ It was fantastic that the School could 

field two teams at both age groups.  

▪ We are incredibly proud that we have 

over 45 pupils training in the U13 

programme and around 30 in the 

U15. 

▪ On the day, both teams had a mix of success and vastly improved throughout the 

day. 

▪ For several pupils this was their first taste of competitive rugby and they learnt a 

great deal which will help moving forward.  

▪ For the more established players, they experienced an increase in physicality and 

standard which will motivate them to reach new heights. 

 U13 Netballers Show Strong Progress 

▪ The U13 girl’s teams were in high spirits 

leaving Wycombe Abbey for their second 

game in the Shanghai Netball 

Competition. 

▪ The U13A team started strong and with 

plenty of drive against Harrow 

International.  

▪ Once again, the WAIS defense was robust 

and many turnovers were created which helped towards the team’s success.  

▪ WAIS U13B first match against Wellington proved to be a great battle with a tight 

score throughout the first three quarters. Wellington scored two points in the last 

quarter to win. Dulwich College proved to be strong competition, however the girls 

did not give up.  

▪ Coaches E. Tamati and M. Tamati are incredibly proud of the players efforts and 

can see the improvement and growth of individuals and the team’s development. 



 

   
 

 

WYCOMBE ABBEY SCHOOL, CHANGZHOU  
2019 – 2021 INTERNATIONAL TRIP 

PROGRAMME 
 



 

   
 

 

 

 

The Newspaper 
Team 

Please email us if you have some interesting stories that you would like to share 
on newspaper. 12.Angel.Xu@waiscz.com 

Oliver Tiffany Cici Katrina Cindy Juliana Lillian Stella Michelle Angel Rita Bob 

Thank you for 
reading! 

Another amazing year to come! 
We are looking forward to lots of 

exciting school trips, new and exciting 
new ECA and continued academic 

success. 

mailto:12.Angel.Xu@waiscz.com

